
Idaho
ONLINE Driver Education

Out of the Dark Ages and into the 21st Century
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Idaho Law Requires a “Distance 
Learning” option.
 Idaho Statute §33-1702 provides for a home correspondence 

course for the classroom portion only.
 This has not been promoted because the quality of our mail-in 

paper course is not very good and the practice of not having a 
teacher involved is unacceptable.

 Primarily special needs or home-schooled students have 
requested it – and only a few have ever done it this way in Idaho.
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Idaho Digital Learning Academy

Began in 2002 as our only state-sponsored online high school. 87% of Idaho school districts use IDLA to help students get ahead or recover 
credits.60% of instructors hold a master’s degree.Proctored final exams count for 20% of final grade.Utilizes best practices for online education.Tied to state and national standards.Currently employs over 100 of Idaho’s best teachers.Enrolls over 6,000 Idaho students each year in every high 

school course offered for credit.
Hires only highly qualified teachers.
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IDLA and Idaho Driver Education
 In 2006, IDLA partnered with the Idaho State 

Department of Education to offer the 
classroom portion of Driver Education online.

 Meets our requirement of offering a distance learning option.
 Students work through the same curriculum as all Idaho 

Driver Education classes. 
 Students find a local in-car instructor who will contract with 

the local high school to provide the in-car instruction.
 Communication is the key to success! 
 Classroom and in-car lessons must be done at the same 

time.
 IDLA provides certified Driver Education instructors who are 

online every day with the students.
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Is Online Education Just a Trend?

 Over 1,000,000 students across the U.S. are 
currently taking online courses!

 38 states have e-learning initiatives.
 25 states have state-supported virtual schools.
 173 virtual charter schools exist.
 In April, 2006 Michigan became the first state to 

require an online learning experience to graduate 
high school.

 Entire higher ed. programs can be taken online at the 
best universities all over the country, including 
masters and doctorate programs.
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A Quality Online Program

 The most important part of a quality online 
class, Driver Education or otherwise, is an 
active participating online instructor.

 Anyone can put curriculum online, but it’s the 
certified instructor’s guidance and feedback 
that makes the difference.
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How does the online Driver Ed. course 
help Idaho students?
Every student in the class has a voice – there is no “back row”

where students can hide. They all speak up and share their 
thoughts and ideas and interact with one another and the 
instructor.With an online course, students can remain in sports or music 

programs after school AND take Driver Education. The class is 
asynchronous, meaning it goes on 24/7; it has weekly deadlines 
but no set hours.
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Summary
Standards of performance and quality control are monitored by the 

state (me) and a full time Driver Education coordinator at IDLA.

Behind the wheel teachers must work with the classroom instructor to 
emphasize and practice the same skills.

The curriculum is the same online as face to face, though with the freedom
and use of the computer, additional, interactive assignments and projects are
possible!
Administrative rules are clearly stated on the IDLA website with the 
responsibilities listed for everyone involved.

The program runs through the IDLA server using Blackboard classroom 
management software.

The program is state funded so every IDLA class only costs $50. Driver Ed 
students must also pay for an in-car instructor. It ends up being about the 
same as public programs and still much less than commercial programs.

We have had about 30 students use this option since spring, 2006, though
the word is finally getting out and more and more are asking for it. IDLA has
hired five additional instructors who will be ready to teach the course when
the demand increases. 

We continue to advertise this as an OPTION. There is certainly a place for 
quality online courses, but my philosophy will always be that face to face 
education is always the BEST option.

The online program is longer and harder than our face to face 
courses: 10 weeks instead of 6, and every state and national 
standard is met.
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What’s Next in Idaho?

 Our Driver Education Certification Course goes online January 
1st.

 Taught by the state director.
 Teachers earn 4 university credits.
 Uses a mentoring program to partner new instructors with 

experienced instructors: 3 classroom observations, 3 classroom 
student teaching experiences, and 3 in-car observations.
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For more information contact Brian Johns, 
Idaho Driver Education Director

Phone: (208) 332-6984
Email: bjohns@sde.idaho.gov
IDAHO SDE: http://www.sde.idaho.gov/drivereducation
IDLA: http://www.idla.blackboard.com
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